UNIT CITATION

On the 8th October 1944, the 120th Infentry was committed to action in the
final pheses of the Siegfried Line breakthrough and the closing of the Aachen
"Gap." At this time, the 30th and lst Divisions were encircling Aachen, and the
Germens were putting up a death-etruggle to keep the Allies from her own ground
end to hold at ail cost the garrison of the city of Aachen, which was not only a
good base for further Allied operations into the country but was also a symbol of
Germen history and invincibility, of incalculable morale significence.

Approximately five miles north of Aachen, near the village of Ottenfeld, the
lst Battelion, 120th Infantry, wes committed on 8 October 1944. Its objective
was high ground 3000 yards south near & tiny community called Birk. From the
town southeast of the builtup area there, troops could dominate the terfain around
them almost to Alsdorf to the north, to Broichweiden to the east, to Wurselen on
Aachen's outskirte to the south, and to Bardenberg to the west. In all, the Birk
area commanded the %terrain for close to four square miles, and as such, was a
vital link in the chain being forged around the beleaguered Germen city. That the
enemy was determined not to lose it was apparent from the first.

Because the Divieion was flanking the Siegfried Line from the north, the
enemy defense was not built upon the elaborate pillbox system in the country.
Instead, the Germans had plarned defensive fires to take maximum advantage of the
fertile slopes and wide fields characteristics of the area. They had had much
time during the Allied pause for supply at the German border to organize and
arrange most effective camouflage and utilization of terrain features. The area
around Bardenberg was the key to the north entrance into Aachen and, as such, wes
defended tenaciously and in large numbers.

At 0825, the lst Rattalion attacked from Ottenfeld southwest toward Reifeld.
Attached were a platoon of light tanks and & platoon of medium tanks from the
743rd Tenk Battalion, and & platoon of 57mm guns from Antitank Company. Company
"A" led a colum of companies, with Company "B" in rear. The troops met their

first real obstacie on the high fields south of Reifeld. Here, artillery was
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received in heavy battery concentrations, 88mm antiaircraft guns were fired in
rapid single shots like artillery. From deployed positions, the Cermans were

able to bring accurate and voluminous machine gun and sumall armws fire against
Compeny "A", Tanks were called upon, but when they reached the high ground where
our riflemen were, a [(Sum antitank gun blasted one, setting it aflame. A second
tank withdrew but was hit in the process and had its hatch cover torn orf.
Infantrymen climbed on the burning tank and saved the personnel within. BSuffering
approximetely 15 casualties during the day, Comcany "A" fought the entire after-
noon and into the late evening. When it reached the knoll-top, fire wae directed
against it from the Bardenberg-Birk area which had perfect observation.

In the afternoon, with Compeny "A" still held up near Reifeld, Company "C"
was committed to take the town of Duffesheide south of Ottenfeld, and Company "B"
moved forward to clear an area between Duffesheide and Reifeld. From the Reifeld
knoll, machine guns of Compeny "B" neutralized German antitank guns in Duffesheide,
8o that Company "C"'s advance was rapid.

By 2200, Company "A" had taken the Reifeld knoll, and the let Battalion lines
extended from it east to the eastern outskirts of Duffesheide. Company "A" had
taken a pillbox, but when an enemy gun fired on it, men inside suffered concussion
effect, and bits of concrete shattered and ricocheted against the walls.

At O700 the next day (9 October 1944), the drive was continued with Companies
"B" on the left, aud "C" on the right. In the morning fog, advence was made
against artillery and small arms, though in the town of Esel, the enemy was caught
of f guard, and 50 prisoners were taken with little trouble. The companies drove
acroes the open beet patches and plowed fields from Esel south to Birk. At 1100,
they reached a railroad embankment which the enemy covered accurately with flenking
machine gun and well-placed mortar fire. From positions on high ground around
Birk, the Germans could bring immediate fire on eanyone attempting to c¢ross tne
embankment. Here, the lst Battalion line held.

""—————‘-"""'-—“_#‘-.-—_
Driven from the 2nd Battalion lines on the left (east), an enemy force of

infantry supoorted by about ten tanks coming from the east around Euchen swerved

at 1500 into the let Battalion lines, in an attempt to cut through tne slender
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spearhead driving south. Company "C" bore the brunt of the attack; calling for
strong artillery and cannon fires, the rifiemen kept the enemy infantry at bay,
until, with seven tanke i1mmobilized, the remments of the force retreated at 1845

toward Euchene.
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Durinémﬁhis periou, the Battaiion Commender was evacuated for battle fatigue,
and the executive, newly returned from the hospital, took over the Battalion.

In thelia¥3§';f%;fﬁgaﬁfnfgw;;;'decidod'that, rﬁtherlthan atfike frﬁﬁégiiy to
Birk due south, the Battalion would flank the objective from the sector of the
adjacent unit. With Company "A" leading, followed by Company "B", and Company "C"
holding at the railroad tracks, the Battalion started at 1600 along the road from
Duffesheide southwest to Bardenberg, already in friendly hands. Turning east at
a corner on the outskirts, Company "A" headed for the builtup area of Birk only
1000 yards awey. Almost onto the objective, antitank guns from the road ahead
opened fire upon them. At the ssmwe time, five enemy half tracks mounting 20mm
gus and carrying 50 motorized infantry previously observed advancing from the
southeast toward Bardenberg turned north into the last platoon of Company "A" on
the edge of Bardenberg and cut through it, ceausing epproximetely 20 casualties
and cutting the company in two. The infantrymen narrowly escaped being crushed
but brought bazooka fire upon the half tracks to drive them away. They pushed
through to the northwest and succeeded in driving a small wedge between the lst
Battalion and the unit on its right (west).

Though badly sheken, Comnanies "A"™ and "B" regrouped and by 2000, had with-
drawn to the Esel area. During the two days, seven officers and 48 men had been
casualties.

Though there was no other unit to reiieve the battered Battalion, it was at
the same time essential to take the objective at once to protect the left flank
of the 2nd Battalion and speed the encirclement of Aachen.

Unable %o seize the objective from the front or the flank, plans were made
to take Birk in an early morning ettack. An artillery pounding on Birk lasted
all night until 0430. Then the batteries remasined silent; +the enemy relaxed.

At 0530, Companies "B" and "C", in eight colums from four platoons, started

-.5.....



from & Line of Departure along the Duffbsheidenﬂsrdenbergm;oad and advanced to
envelop the objective from the north, northwest and west. The four right columms
hit enemy positions on the outskirte of Bardenberg near the crossroads where the
Company "A" platoon hed been hit the night before; the four let't colume advanced
rapidly and silently against e sleepy, groggy enemy; 50 prisoners were talken, end
only one, an accidental, shot fired. After the right colums cleaned out the
enemy on the northeast outskirts of Bardenberg, they moved onto the objective and
with Company "A", were organized into an all-around defense, since the enemy was
8till on three sides: Bardenberg, Wurselen and Euchen.

The high ground southeast of Birk could not be held physically since it
was bald and under easy observation. Consequently, Oompanies "A", "B" and "C"
prepared defenses cncircling the small community on a reverse slope.

No sooner was the Battalion in position than the enemy counterattacked to try
to gain back some of the strategic ground lost.

From O745 +ill noon, German ermor mede small strikes at the Battalion. At 1100,
the eneuwy struck furiously at the tip of the epearhead, the south end of the newly
seized objective. Tenks came in draws where from the reverse slope defenses they
could not be observed and were at one time as close as 50 yards from Company "A"'s
position. With a captured German wheel-mounted "bazooka" gun which soms of the
infentrymen had carried with them, they fired at some of the tanks. At 200 yards,
they knocked one out and forced another, 50 yards away in defilade, to withdraw.
The artillery and cannon fires were instrumental in driving the enemy off, as were
the tank destroyer and machine gun crews who stuck perseveringly by their positions.

By 1340, four enemy tanks had been disabled. By night, nine were lying
immobilized close to the lst Battalion lines. The casualty toll for the Battalion
was estimated at more than 30 killed or wounded.

The Battelion established its command post in a farmhouse in Birk, of
necessity close to the front lines. At this time, the Battalion held strategic
ground, at a point from which the enemy could have driven the aéjacent unite into

retreat. To the west, a regiment was driving southeast to an objective in Wurselen.

Without Birk secured, it is doubtful thet Wurselen could ever have been tazken from
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" the north. The enemy fought to hold Wurselen as strongly es possible and contact
with that Regiment presented another problem to the Battalion. It had to be
meintained, however, to coordinate a strong defense line. During the period after
the seizure of Birk, this coordination was meinteained with difficulty; units
underwent temporery isolation.

The 11 October saw tne Battalion shelled persistently. A jeep was knocked
out beside the Battalion cowmand post. Artillery and mortar fire ceaused more than
eight casualties. Tanks were heard and observed in draws close to the defenses,
and prisoners, of which 19 were taken during the day, said there were 50 in the
area. There were small tank and tank-infantry tnrusts, later discovered to have
been reconnaissdnces in force. The small attacks were repulsed, and at least 14
tanks were reported disabled. Small patrols were active in our lines, but were
driven orf. Enemy nlanes at evening dropped pereonnel and high explosive bombs.

During the night, tenks were heard continuously, circuleting around Euchen
and & group of pillboxes southeast of Birk. Sporadic shelling lasted through
the houre of darknees.

At 0655, the shelling became heavy, and it was later learned the enemy was
striking the 2nd Battalion to the left (northeast). The shelling lasted until
0730, when it beceme apparent that the enemy was launching a strong counterattack
egainst the lst Battalion from the Wurselen pillboxes and from Euchen. With no
feelers, the full weight of the attack -- a force of 16 tanks, with a probable
two Battalions of infantry -- advanced well deployed across the open fields
toward Birk. The draws made it possible flor the tanks to come close without
being seen. Still, subjected to a hail of fire that could have been easily
considered neutralizing, the lst Battalion and the attached units stuck by their
positions. Not one men moved to retreat, though three tanks came within 100
yarde of Company "C" defenses and two tanks with infantry moved up a draw within
200 yards of Company "A"'s lines.

In Company "A"'s area opposite the pillboxes, two 57mm gun crews saw the
mein tenk formation, led by Tiger and Mark V tanks. One gun opened fire when the
tanks came within 500 yards; it fired three rounds and dieabled two tanks, one a
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Tiger; return fire hit the 57mm squarely and killed tha-gunner and the No. 2 man.
‘Another S57mm antitenk gun suffered a direct hit, but its erew stuck to the position.
A section of machine guns from Company "D" saw some of the tenks unbuttoned and
fired till the enemy wae forced to close his hatch. When a tenk destroyer gun
knocked one of the tanks out, the machine gunners destroyed the crew trying to
escapee Another tank blasteﬁ both machine gun positions, scoring a direct hit to
destroy the guns and cause 8ix casualties, one killed. Two tank destroyer guns
were spotted and knocked out by enemy direct fire.

Friendly tenks went into action at once; +though originally on the right
flank, when they saw the main strike was aimed at the left, they moved to the area
of greatest danger; in spite of the fact that they were at a disadvantage because
of smaller gune, fired steadily at the Mark VIs and Vs. In one case, even though
e round had jammed in his gun, a tank commander stayed in an exposed position
close by the infantry so that the riflemen would not think they were being deserted.
A regimental antitenk gun de~tracked a Tiger tank; one of our own tanks then put
a projectile through its turret.

The artillery observation post was on a forward slope on the commanding hill,
100 yarde from the nearest covers a haystack subject to heavy ehelling. The
artillery observer was wounded during the first moments of the ccunterattack, and
his radio operator killed; another sent to replace him was also wounded, and his
operator also killed, even before they reached the observation post. The Battalion
liaison officer finally reached it, and the artillery took a very ective role in
separating the infantry f'rom the armor, in disabling some of the lead tanks, and
in turning back the enemy advance. The Germen armor tried to keep the lst Battalion
infantry neutralized by maintaining a steady flow of machine gun fire at a
height of two feet above the ground. But the riflemen, machine gunners and morter
men stuck by their posts to fire on the few enemy infantry who reached the line.

By 1030, the attack had been repulsed decisively and the enemy had been
turned back, leaving eight tanks disabled in front of the lst Battalion lines.

Two antitank, two tank destroyer, and two machine guns had been destroyed,

2 half track had been lost, and in the initial hour and a half of counterattack,
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48 men were casualties. Of these, six were killed, and five wounded were officers;
two were company commanders.

It was later learned that the enemy force was the Y06th Panzer CGrenadier
Battalion, followed by the Penzer Grenadier Battalion of the 108th Panzer Brigade.
These units consisted of a company of 14 lark VI tanks and two compenies of mixed
<ark 1V end V tanks, along with two Battalions of infantry.

The Germans did not try %o take Birk again. The Aachen gap was closed within
the following ten days. Hed Birk been lost, the Germen relief of Aachen could
have been effected, and the seizure of the city by the Allies long delayed.

During the ce-ture and defense of Birk from 8 ~ 12 October 1944, the lst
Battalion with attached units moved 4000 yerds to teke vital ground Eommanding
the north approach to Aachen; it had held its ground in face of four major
counterattecks. It suffered 145 casualties, at least 20 killed, lost four anti-
tank weapons, a half track, 'te.vro tanks, Z\ jeeps, a 2% ton truck, two machine guns.

But it destroyed 38 enemy tanks and took 125 PWs. liost importent, it took

a vital objective and held it againet all odds.

B. P. PURDUE
Colonel - 120th Infantry
Commanding

4 Incls: (Suggested)
1 - Two sketches
2 - 8=3 report of 12 October 1044
3 = After Action Report
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HEADQUARTERS
2ND BATTALION 120TH INFANTRY
APO 30 US ARMY

17 vectober 1944,

UNIT: 2nd Battalion, 120th Infantry, 30th Division.

DATE: 10th, 1llth, 12th and 13th of October 1944,

WEATHER: Rainy, Chilly.

CASUALTIES: PFriendly - 5 Officers, 75 Enlisted Men.

Enemy - Severe.

LOCATION OF ACTION: Grid squares: 50 to 55, 86 to 90 on Sheet
5102, Hergozenrath Map of Germany, Scale
1/25,000.

LOCATION OF ENEMY: See Narrative.

NARRATIVE:

On 10th of October 1944, this battalion acting under
regimental order moved out in the attack. At 0600 hours the. battalion
left the line of departure just north of Nordstern, Germany. The
attack was made in a column of companies; Companys "E", "F" and
°G® in that order. '‘he battalion's objective was the high ground
north west of Euchen, Germany. At 0900 hours the first contact
with the enemy was made, "This point of contaect was approximately
2000 yards south of Nordstern, Germany. The enemy held excellent
defensive positions. They were dug in on commanding ground supported
by heavy machine gun fire and artillery. ‘1wo well positioned pill
boxes were also in this vicinity. <1he battalion regardless of these
enemy fires overran the enemy positions, Sixty prisoners were taken
by the battalion in this single engagement, (Enemy location: 87.5
52.8) Quickly reorganizing, the battalion pushed on to the east.

‘the terrain encounted in this area by the battalion greatly favored
the enemy. The area consisted of heavily wooded sections and steep
banks. <The enemy took advantage of these terrain features, being
well dug in and placed on all forward slopes. (Location of enemy:
88.0 52,.,5) ZEnemy artillery fire increased in intensity. Battalion
was deployed with "E" and "F" the leading companys with Company "G"
in reserve, Again disregarding heavy enemy artillery, mortar, and
small arms fire the battalion overcame the resistance and moved
forward, Another fifty prisoners were added to the battalion's bag
of captives in this second encounter, Once more the unit gquickly
reorganized and the attack now swung to the south. Contact was
again made with the enemy at approximately 1630 hours, (Location
of enemy: 88.3-52,2) This particular section of the ground was
heavily wooded, <The enemy was again well dug in and emplaced on the
forward slope of a ridge. 'Their positions afforded them excellent
fields of fire from this commanding ground, Heavy concentrations of
enemy artillery fire began falling upon our troops,
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.Contd - Narrative of 24 Bn.

The leading elements of the battalion at this time ran into heavy
small arms fire supported by a machine gun and anbti-tank fire. So
intense was the enemy fire and so well were their positions locateé e
that the battalion was pinned to the ground. :

The battalion dug in for the night and was continuously =
harmered by enemy artillery, in support of the automatic and small
arns fire, that harrassed our troops throughout the entire night.

At 0700 hours the next morning, the llth of October, the.
battalion resumed the attack. ‘waking full advantage of a protective
fog, the leading echelons advanced in the face of the enemy fire and
routed the enemy from their positions. .Fifty more prisoners of war
were added to the battalion's record. Without losing any momentum e A8t
in their drive, the battalion moved up to Schleibacherhof, Germany. -
puring this move, the enemy hurled all the available: fires at his i
disposal in this sector at our troops. 'Phese fires consisted of ;’
intense artillery, mortar, machine gun, anti-tank and small arms f:
The battalion's foremost point of advance was a railroad at coordin
89.,0-51.4, Readjustment of positions was accomplished under this '
heavy fire., "G" Company releived "F" Company. "EF" Gompany go;ng

into battalion reserve.

Because of this advance a salient was created by'tne bath ion.

causing both, the battalion flanks to be vulnerable to attack. Due “hons 4

" the existence of this salient, an orderly reorganization and straighth Fiked

ning out of the battalion's front line was immediately necessary. il [

This reorganization and straightning of the lines was accomplished ==
under extreme hazardous conditions. The enemy, artillery fire inoreased_

in intensity and several counterattacks were repulsed, %

At 1900 hours the enemy counterattacked with fifteen tank
supported by infantry on the right flank, The battallon's lines ‘held
the attack being hurled back with severe losses to the enemy 1nran£ry
and five enemy tanks being knocked out,

At 0600 hours the 1l2th of October, a second severe counter-
attack by enemy armor and supporting infantry took place. <The enemy
nad approximately twenty tanks in this attack. Once again our lin
held with heavy losses to the enemy infantry and seven enemy tanks
knocked out of action. ies

Throughout all these engagements, the enemy maintained %
heavy artillery fire, end supported their uounterattacks with m@rt&r,ﬁ
and automatic flre. :

n
A

lhroughout these several days every man in the 2nd ﬁaﬁtali
sbuck to his ‘assigned post, performs# his job in a superb manner.
was this demonsvration of superior performance of duty, that ehabl

the battalion to hold its positions suoeessfully, when the situatio‘
for the battalion was critical.



e — R Yo

| . o
B S A

Gontd ~-Narrativ .3ﬁ P G

Beeause of ﬁhe heroie &nd
Q Battalion throughout these several
'might have proven disastorous wag

Morale of ﬁhe entire battalio ng
extremely high. lvery man sensing the importan
mission did his utmost to enable his unit t :
coordinated team. :

Besides knocking out many of the enamy aTmo
and tanks, the battalion succeeded in capturing tact,
The battalion's vehicle loss amounted to thrae
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; ; OCTGBER [~/ o 3rd Bn. 120th
T
From 1 to 4 Oct T4 the 3rd Bn 120-% Infantry was in Division

/ﬂaserve and although all plans were completed and the two attacking regiments

were to be the 117th and the 119th Infantries, thef%httalion had conscientiously

- trained in all aspects oP/Pillﬁkbx fighting and all necessary aspects of

fight ing that was anticipated to be encountered in breaching the Seicfritd Line,
The Division's mission was to penetrate the Line in its sector, generaily the
area between Rimburg and Marienburg. From there it was anticipated that the
Division roll up the flank of the Line from the north and effect the joining

of forces in the *neirclement of Aachen.&kwjg ﬁs a final abject;iaﬂ;asg:a

-q O | g el
comples ly weaken the defenses both natural and man-made and also as a blow 72:-
take the once most heavily fortified city of Germany.

"4 34
/ the 5 Oct 44 the #hird Battalion was attached to the 119th Infantry

ig;_lﬁo + A gap between their two assault Battalions had developed and it was

the Battalion's mission to cross the Wrm river and clean out the pocket left
and establish contact between the two Battalions, At 1333 the Battalion
started moving -nd crossed the Wérm under heavyzx?tillery. The crossing;aite
had been spotted by that time and heavy concentrations were falling there
periodically. The Battalion crossed the river and advanced through the
woods to the east, {E\Esziﬁx;was sent out and contacted the battalion on
ABRERST
our right and/ﬁfggghf\szfzizigg proceeded toward their final objective., The
Battalion encountered a pill box in the woods which was naturally camouflaged and
this obstacle was easily removed by small ams fire, causing tﬁgz-to button up
and when H?(éq@'hen\¢1039 the small garrison surrendered. There were about
ten men and an officer in the pill box. 3y 18%5 we had emtablished the

MCs o the \eft aud T\ G  on the

contact and were on our Objective and digging“in for the night. We had
A

encountered two more pill-boxes that were effectively reduced with the aid

of our tanks and our infantry assault teams., We found that the enemy was

organizing the area around the pi%j&%wxes rather than remaining inside them,
1

[



gl

After Lt.)/Col Paul W, McCo)lum, the Battalion Gommander, had checked the Com-
panies positions he started to return to his CP. On the return route he was
killed by artillery fire. This is mentioned because his death seriously affected

the morale and efficiency of the Battalion for a short while,

Lt9/001 Howard W. Gree% then Ma jor, assumed the command of the Rattalion
and spent the éntire night planning attack for the next day. Throughout the
night heavy concentrations of artillery fell in the vicinity of the crossing.
Early the morning of the 6 October our position was countqupttackea
by a force of approximatel& 100 enemy infantry. However the attack was
repulsed and thé 3rd Battalion pushed -ver the open fidlds west of Herbach
and close to Merkstein Hofstadt.

On the 7th of October with the lst anJIIch I' fantry on its right,
and the 3rd Bn{ 12Cth Infantry jumped off for the ground hetween Herzogenrath

and Alsdorf, (L\Company cleandd out Herbach and/I\Company, Merkstein Plifschard.

This was the first chance that the Battalion had to do any town fighting in
Germany. We established our policy early by bwrning gn;ouaes from which we
received resistance. .Tha Battalion was in Zd Merksein before noon, where it

was held up bré&fly by heavy enemy small arms fire from one of the slag piles

in the area. By 1315 the Battalion had reached Merkstein itself, and afgar‘

an air strike on the territory between Merkstein and Herzogenrath, drove across
the open grpund.east o” Herzogenrath into the settlements of Noppenberg and
Bierstrass., The objective was taken hy mid afternoon. Later‘gE}\ngfifg'cleanad

out the woods further south and to the east of Herzogenrath, and we organized our

defenses in this position.
For the three days since the jump off the Battalion &dvanced 6000 yards

34
against heavy artillery, automatic and small armms fire. The third Battalion

?ougﬁt over all types of terrain, including woods, five towns and open ground,

The Battalion's casualties were light with the astonshing number of 406
Diewtinary> Colonel

prisoners captured. It is worth noting that we captured a Lﬁ:"@'tﬂ' and his

complete staff and 300 of his men. On the last day we fought 3000 yards



with an exposed left flank.

L

On the 8th of Oct 44 3rd Battallon was relieved from its attachment tp v
NJMM (ot (Zoth ‘L%JT‘{"A comim e (n %#f’”
the 119th Infantry and anfantry; fihich was ‘"ight.ing f

G,

on the Division left (east) flank, in the vicinity of Alsdorf and Kol-Kellersberg,
2y — NS

In the afternoon the thdwd Battalion, less LIIC-&;pany} ‘whe_had been left to
defend the woods east of Herzogenrath, was ordered to move to Kol-Kellersberg,
We moved out withﬁ@leading, followed by K. Our mission was to aid
in securing the 117th's regimental objective, high open ground 400 yards east
of the town.

Through Zopp and around the slag pile south of Alsdorf tﬁe battalion
moved on to the high ground where the residential district lay. #s'had
received information that the town had been cleared earlier that day by the
117th Infantry. Half way through the town &l&/l'/lead company, with the Regimental
Comminder of the 120th, the 3rd Battalion Commander and the Batt=lioni5, was cut
off from the rear elements and cost the Battalion 20 men rmM light tanks,
The Command group and the two platoons 'rganized an all around defense and
early the next morning managed to reestablish contact. The following two days
we regrouped and tied in our defenses between the 117th Infantry and t,.he 2ﬁd
Battalion of the 120th Infantry. In the process of tying in with t.he. 2nd Bn.
120th, LtﬁhK;ckley andqi&platoon offg\sfffify did an outstanding job .of
making contact. Report from highsr headquarters was that he was to proceed to
a railroad junction in the viecintiy of Euchen iﬁilji?tact elements of the
2nd Battalion. The information that the 2nd Bﬂ had been pulled back did not
reach Lt{Bickley, and consequently he walked his platoon intr;i heavy fire
fight, but effectively withdrew them in good order with only A casualty.

On October 11, the 3rd Bni)IQOth)reverted to Division reserve in the
vicinity of Noppenberg. The same day the Battalion received orders to be
prepared to retake the town of Bardenberg, a town which the 119th Infantry

had previously captured and which had been retaen by a large counteréattackit}g

force. Two Battalions of the 11%th had be=n cut off south of the town
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which was reoccupied and filledwith enemy. At this tmmwas oulled

from the Battalion and held :I.ﬁ reserve of the 120th Infantry. Battalion less
Wpa;@\ moved west through Herzogenwmth and attacked Bargenberg from the
north at 0900 following a terr.if‘ic artillery praparation.@};:g;;tgiﬁq
ﬁby superior plamning of Lt}/COI}/Howard W Grear}{/ﬁaa broken gﬁwzx-- and assigned
sectors within the town With a company of tanks the battalion mov'ed into the
town and the resu'ting fight turned into house to house combat. In the center
of the town the troops encountered tanks and were momentarily stapped. Lt?/Colﬁz’
Greer, Batt.alion/oxnmander, personally at the head of his troops destroyed
two enemy tanks and catching the spirit of their commander, the Bgttalion
: b CL Nasn ven Y s< s o,
rapidly pushed ahead and cleared the t.ovm.A Just before dark the fighting
became sharpest, but by late evening the entire town was retaken and cleared
of enemy and contact reestablished with the Battalions of the 119th. Our
casualties were modérate and we &ccounted for 100 prisoneragji’tanka, 12
half-tracks and killed 30 enemy. The 119th relieved us_and we withdrew to
positions north of the town, supporting their defense in depth. —Gumsigge=)

On the 12th of 0-c't.ober the Rattalion, lasakliggn/my\, was again attached
to the 119th Infantry with the mission of attacking southjast of Bardenbarg
toward the west section of Wurselen. Against heavy artillery and persi‘st.ant
small arms firg,by late afternoon the 'eg:?rd Battalion, with/f\@nyand

G@abre‘:&t, I on the ri.gh‘b. had reached the main highway to Alsdorf,
In this position the Battalion consolidated and established contact with the
lst Bn 120th Infantry on the left and with the 119't.h. Infantry on the right.
On the 13th 6f October 44 the 3rd Battalion was relieved from attachment ot
the 119th Infantry and became attached to the 116th Infantry, 2%th Division,
From the 13th to the 15th of October we remained in position on the Alsdorf
highway, bounding North Wurselen.,

During these two days artillery was the heaviest that hasbeen encountered
byh this Battalion throughout its entire combat. Not a man left his fox-hole
and we suffered from 15 “o 20 casualties a day. The enemy with excellent

e



observation on our entire sector mothodically destroyed building after.building.

On the 15th of Octoher the 3rd Battalion received orders to attack
Wurselen, and with two companies on line we jumped off, Enemy artillery
reaction was heavy, but the Battalion gained tﬁa little ground beyond the
Alsdorf ?ighway. Wurselen was defended fdnatically by excellent troops
and on either side of the town were pill-box groups which the enemy knew
could be flanked only through the tewn. During this attack 12 men were
killed, of whicﬂtwo were officers, From the 16th to the 20th of October the
-Battalion.maintained its defensive positions along the highway. Throughout
the%?ig;y period enemy artillery and mortars were conéiatantly heavy. The
Battalion was subjected to two counte{Jattacka which were stopped by ‘
artillery and mortar fire, In_theggfzzg period, on the defense, 12 men
were killed and 42 wounded. At 0745 on the 21 of Octobey, in coordination
with the 116th Infantry on its right, the Battalion staged an sttack on
Wurselen, which was intended to divert enemy reserves from thgmain effort
further south, an effort which was to -lose the gap between the 50th and
1st Divisions and thus encircle the city of Aachen. The—Battalionle-K——
Gompanyh;which was in Regimental reserve, at the same time zlso attacked
the t wn of Euchen in mnother sector, 3000yaris north. Their mission was
likewise diversionary.

The advance during the attack was dnitially rapid and boty compenies
got into Wurselen about 500 yards beyond the Alsdorf Highway. Thé upit on
our right, which was to attack at the same time, failed %o keep up with our

rapid advance and a counteﬁgpttacking force of infantry and an emtimated

company of Tiger tanks hit our right flank and cut’i\tfffiig in half. Not
having reserves, Capt "harles R Shaw,’ﬂdigfﬁfgpcommander, when he found
that he would get no help, called down artillery on his own troops in order
to allow them to withdraw., In the resulting bitter fighting'bur men engaged

in hand-to-hand and bayonet. Disengaging themselves from the enemy, they

withdrew in good order and again took up positions on the Aladorf/ﬁighway.
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é@zerder to strengthen our defensive position, “B\Company, of the 9%th
o 2 =

alnfantry Battalioﬁ%qgs attached to the 3rd Battalion 120th?to sup port -&asm.

)

In a feat of reorganization, accomplished under direct tank fire and heavy

artillery, all three comp:nies were tightly consolidated bv nightfall.
The cost of the attack was heavy. The bhtfd Battalion lost approximately

60 men, including killed, wounded and missing. However, the feint attack
had been a success. In the evening mnnouncement was made of the link up
of the 30th and lst Divisions, and the encirclement of Aachen was complete.
later, on the 16th of November, in the main drive for the Roer River, kkx a

‘/Régiment and a}Bgttalion had to e employed to take the same ground., The
month of October s:w the 3rd Battalion of 120th Infantry do its heaviest

Pighting, and during the entire operation the Battalion suffered 58I casualties,

of which 24 were killed.
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3. Speeific Datas
a. Exact date of action: 5 October through 21 October 1944.

b. Location where action ogcurred: From Rimburg, Holland to Wurselenm,

Germany.

¢e (1) Charescter of terrain, of hostile o!#rﬂtim and of enemy fire:
Prom rolling and open around Herbach and Merkstein to heavily bulltup in Bardenberg

and WVurselen. The enemy had excellent observetion from hedgerows and pillboxes
overlooking the open country and had organized a strong defense from houses and
intersections in the towns. Predominsnt characier of enemy fire was pariodio&liy

Qud movlay at Yegolax infevuels,
extreme arti nery,..oonuntrltionl, consistent barrages,and heavy tlnk fire during
the principal counterattack. Automatic fire was well organized. During the close
combat near Wurselen, bayonets had to be used by both sides.

(2) vieibility, time of day, and atmospheric conditionss Vielbility

good except during rains from 15-21 October; period 5-21 October, weather clear

and cool until 15 October; frequent rainy spells from then till 21 October.
(3) location of enemys In direot contact at all times, except
for short periods during movements to new sectors from the 9-13 October.
(4) lorales our forces, excellent; enemy, unknown.
(5) Casualties sustained: oy S8/

(6) Effect or result of action: The series of nttioh which

carried the Battelion through the Siegfried Line and into the town of Wurselen
north of Aachen, helped directly in completing the encirclement of that key ecity;
the first attack on the 21lst October caused a diversion to the enemy and permitted

elements of the 30th Divieion north of Aachen to contact,members of the lst

Division driving from the south The feect that the entire area was
heavily defended, etrongly counterattacked and continuously shelled is proof of
its jmportance; the fact that many tanks were taken from the Aachen area to
counterattack the feint drive which the enemy must have considered a wmjor strike
by the Battalion showed how effective the enemy deemsd the Battalion's action.

Ae a result, the Germens lost vital ground for the first time within their owm

comntry.
- 1 -




(7) Detailed Resume:
On 5 October 1944, the 3rd Battalion, 120th Infantry, was

attached to the 119th Infantry Regiment and ordered to seize the ground between
Rimburg and Herbach, thus filling the gap between the lst and 2nd Battalions of
that Regiment. After crossing the Wurm River, the Battalion selized the high ground
and woods on its objective, had neutralized three pillboxes and established contact
by patreol with adjacent unite.

On the following day, the sttack was continued, end though
counterattacked by 100 enemy infentry early in the morning, the Battalion pushed
over the open field west of Herbmch and close to lerkstein Hofstadt.

On 7 October, with the lst Battalion, 119th Infantry, on ite
right (weet), the 3rd Battalion, 120th Infantry, struck for the ground between
Herzogenrath end Alsdorf. I% cleaned out Herbach and Merkstein Plitscherd and
swept into Zn Merkstein before noon, where it was held up briefly by heavy enemy
snall arms fire from one of the slag piles in the area. By 1515, the Battalien
had reached Merkstein itself and, safter an airstrike on the territory between
that town and Herzogenrath, drove scrose the open ground east of Bonogem{.h into
the settlements of Noopenberg and Bierstrass. The objective wae taken by mid-
afternoon. later, one company cleaned out the woods further south to the esst of
Hars;;:rnth and organized defenses there. |

From the jumpoff three days before, the Battalion had fought
6000 yards againet heavy artillery, automatic and small arms fire. It had fought

in woods and through five towms and over open gmud.(ﬁugh casualties had been

only mderate, 406 prisoners were taken. One lieutensnt had been killed.| Om
the last day, the Battalion fought 3000 yards with an exposed left flank.)

The Battelion Commender was Ikilled by heavy artillery falling
in the woods near Rimburg the night of the 5 October. Because it continued
forward in a series of suscessful attacks and repelled a counterattagk, without
its sccustomed lemdersilp and particularly because that leadership had come to be
trusted and depended wpon, ';ho individual and collective prowess of the Battalion
was the more enhanced. :

On 8 October, the 3rd Battalion was relieved of sttachment to
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the 119th and attached to the 117th Infan: -y, which was committed on the Division
ieﬁ (east) flank in the vicinity of Alsdorf and Kol-Kellersberg. In the after-
noon, the 3rd Battalion, minus one compsny left to defend the woods near Herzogen-
rath, was ordered %o move to Kol-Kellersbherg, to aid in securing the Regimental
objective, high, bald ground 400 yards east of that notthnunt./arough Zopp and
around e slag pile south of Alsdorf, the Battalion moved onto the high ground
where the residential district lay. Halfway through the town, an enemy pemetration
cut off the forward elements from the rear troope and cost the Battalion 20 men
and two light tarnks. In the face of a splitup, the men of the Battalion did not
become disorganized but fought off the enemy and, the next morning, reestablished
contact between the separated growps. The following two days saw the Battalien
regroup and defend the south flank of the 117th Infantry, while that Regiment
attacked and seized its objective.

After mving to Roppenberg in Divieion Reserve on 11 Ostober,
the 3rd Battalion was ordered to retake Bardenberg, & town which the 115th Infentry
had previously scized and moved through; 1t had been counterattecked from the
southeast and two battalions had been cut off south of the town, by that time
reoccupied and filled with Germans. At the same time, one company was taken from
the Battalion to be held in reserve of the 120th Infantry. ¥ith & company of
tanks, the Battalion moved south from Bi.orlt.ml mdm into the heart of
town. In the center, the troops were Mby :zb and momentarily delayed;
then when they saw the Battalion Commender personally destroy two of the eremy
tanks, they pushed ahead to the southeast outskirts. Just before dark, the
fighting became sharpest, but by late evening, the entire town was reteken and
contact with one of the Battalione which had been cut off was reestablished. In
the drive, the Battelion took 100 prisoners, disabled four tanks and 12 halftracks,
and killed 30 enemy. The Battalion then withdrew to positions north of the towm.

The next day, aghin attached to the 119th Infantry, the
Battalion attacked southeast fron;lrdenbm toward a western section of Wurselen

t

on the left of poesitions already weed by the 119th Infantry bounded on the east

by a highway to Alsdorf. Against heavy artillery and persistent sniper fire, hish

TR R s e amd the highway was reached in the late afternoon, and
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contact established with the 1st Battalion, 120th Infentry, to the left.

From the 119th Infantry, the 3rd Battalion was relieved on
13 October and became attached to the 116th Infantry Regiment, 29th Division,

Yook
which edbmsdked. lsdidee positions along the Alsdorf highway bounding north Wurselen.

uflhes Sedtheast:
On 15 Uctober, the *rd Battalion pus into ¥urselen; with two compenies on

line and hencey without normal reserve during heavy rain and arti llery fire which
mriu from an observation post lmd constantly shoek the commend
wed earle ground b“rﬂn
post 1teelf, the Battalion wwemiteé the Aledorf highway. Wurselen was defended
fanatically, for on either side of it were pillbox groups which the enewy knew
could be flanked only through the town. During the attack, 12 men were killed
or wounded, of which two were officeras.

From 16 to 20 October, the Battalion maintained its defensive
positions along the highway. Throughout the five ﬁy period, enemy ertillery and
mortare were coneistent and wnrelentinge. The weather was wet and the Battallon
‘zane was subject to two attempted counterattacks, stopped by artillery eand mortar.
In the brief period on the defense, 12 men were killed and 42 wounded.

At O745 on 21 Vctober, in coordination with a unit on its
right (south), the Battalion staged a feint ettack upon south Wurselen, which
wag intended to divert eremy forces from the wain effort further south, an effort
to close the gap between the 50th and lst Divisions and encircle the city of
Aachen. Striking ﬁt. Euchen in another sector, 3000 yards north, the third rifle
company of the Battalion also attacked cast at the same time.

The advange during the attack was initially rapid, and both
companies in Wurselen &nd the compeny near Euchen pushed over 300 yarde with smsll
casualties. Then from the right (south) flank, a strong force of an estimated

st

company of Tiger tanke pessed bigigmesmunit on the Battalion's right which had not
s/, mﬂcr%m:ﬁme

advanced 8o fnr and itruck the right (south) compamy. At the same time, A\ heiks

e, alos Wlh darect
9“'"(7' % Euchen a and fircd into the sdvance of the company on the nortH ey
The right company in Wurselen was cut in half by a forece of
wilh (S0 thfanTogmen Klp (n e form &
tanks herded by four Tiger Royals, and it became necessary to send aasisers Company
» 99th Infantry Battalion (separate) to help extricate it. In a feat of
reorganization, accomplished during heavy tank fire and combat so close that
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bayonets were used, all three compnaies hr ' withdrawn by nightfall to their former

posltions .
The feint attack had been & successs in the evening, amnounce-

ment was made of the linkup of the 30th and lst Divisions sround Aechen. But for
the 3rd Battalion, it had been costly, for it had lost wore then 14 men killed,
wounded and eaptured, including three officers wounded. Thirty-nine prisoners

had been takens later, on 15 November, to take the same ground, a Regiment and

a Battalion had to be emwployed.

,Representing a sustained advance through the enemy's long

an n
prepared defenses and heroic attack at the end of it, which succeeded be draw,

Amenican +hyuet
German armor away from the main effert, the 16 days of continuous action asnd

movement were & tribute to the unit's efriciency and mntiring devotion to duty.

58/
During the entire operation, of the MM casuslties, 24 were killed.

B. P. PURDUE
Colonel - 120th Infantry
Commanding



